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US Wastewater Treatment 
Market Size = $7.1B/year
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Sludge Thermal Hydrolysis 
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Membrane Bioreactor



“Developmental” technologies
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Barriers to Modernizing

Underinvestment Technology Deployment 
and Validation Challenges

Conservative Risk-Averse 
Industry

Regulatory Barriers Social and Behavioral
Challenges
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90 Facilities90 Facilities

• Level 1: A university or research lab that can assist with bench-scale work but is 
not dedicated to piloting new technologies

• Level 2: A water resource recovery facility that is interested in innovation and 
willing to host a project, but does not have a dedicated test facility

• Level 3: A water resource recovery facility or research lab with a dedicated 
physical space available for piloting innovative water technology

• Level 4: A staffed facility dedicated solely to R&D/piloting of new technologies 
(can be housed at a functioning WRRF)
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